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and works out by the aid of these his text and its inter
pretation. When our author meets a grammatical dif
ficulty he tries to solve it in a thoroughgoing way. He
well says: "The much-used method of newer expositors,
to displace every uncommon grammatical expression
with that which is regular, is a thoroughly uncritical pro
cedure. " He thinks we ought to try to understand an
author before we proceed to correct him. He insists that
the assertion that the text of the Psalms has been so
corrupted that it often contains "pure nonsense," is a
decided exaggeration.

Baethgen's translation of the Psalter and his grammat
ical exegesis are scholarly and suggestive. He is at home
in Hebrew Exegesis.

JOHN R. SAMPEY.

Science and Immortality.
By William Osler, M.D., F.R.S., Professor of Medicine, Johns Hop.

kins University. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston and New York.

This is the Harvard University "Ingersoll Lecture,"
for 1904. This lecture is cast in the mould of much learn
ing though not chiefly of the scientific sort. Its literary
style is replete with metaphor, unusual in sentence con
struction, full of reference to, and fragmentary quotation
from, many sources. There seems all through to be a
self-consciousness that fears to overstep the limits set by
agnostic science while at the same time it cannot but
feel that immortality is true and of tremendous impor
tance. The total effect is of a man who must be scien
tific, according to the standards, but dares not, for he
knows the truth though he falters at its certainty. There
is the impression of a man in the currents of conflicting
thought which he carefully analyzes but in which he has
no anchorage even though he feels the dragging of the
anchor assuring him that the sea is not fathomless.

The lecture is not less interesting for being different
from the promise of its title. It is really an analysis of
the present day attitude, general as well as scientific,
toward immortality. The author finds three classes:
"While accepting a belief in immortality and accepting
the phases and forms of the prevailing religion, an im
mense majority live practically uninfluenced by it, except
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in so far as it ministers to a wholesale dissonance between
the inner and the outer life, and diffuses an atmosphere of
general insincerity"-a statement containing all too much
of truth and yet one must think exaggerated in both qual
ity and quantity. It is a scholastic deliverance. "A sec
ond group, larger, perhaps, to-day than ever before in
history, put the supernatural altogether out of man's
life, and regard the hereafter as one of the many inven
tions he has sought out for himself"-a true character
ization, only it should be noted that there is now a trend
away from this view, a trend that is rather seeking its
whither, as yet.

"A third group, ever small and select, lay hold with the
anchor of faith upon eternal life as the controlling in
fluence in this one" which again is true except in so far
as it may imply that a selfish desire for personal immor
tality is the dominant characteristic in this class.

Our author has a pretty conceit for naming these
classes: the first are Laodiceans, because "lukewarm,"
"concerned less with the future life than with the price
of beef or coal.' The second class are Gallionians be
cause "they care for none of these things." Last we have
the Teresians, which name must be explained by a note
concerning Saint Teresa.

In the discussion of the Gallionians we enter the scien
tific field in which there are" four points of contact with
a belief in immortality:" 1. There is a general change of
attitude due to biological evolution and to Higher Crit
icism of the Bible. 2." Modern psychological science
dispenses altogether with the soul." 3. We find "the
futile search of science for the spirits." 4.""'''' science
has put on an immortality of the flesh in the morpho
logical continuity of the germ plasmt'which issues in the
theory that "the individual organism is transient."
Here we have, correctly stated, the points of contact of
science with the belief in immortality, but a mere state
ment, and in a form suggesting a negation by science of
the belief such as does not do justice to the situation.

The conclusion is pathetic in its pessimism, and quite
as much so in its gleam of hope. While he thinks all
young men who study must wander far from the simple
faith and most find their place among the Laodiceans and
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Gallionians he hopes that "some" will "come at last • •
to the opinion of Cicero, who had rather be mistaken
with Plato than to be right with those who deny altogether
the lips after death; and this is my own confessio fidei."

W. O. CARVER.

Matthew Arnold and His Relation to the Tbought
of Our Time. An Appreciation and a Criticism.
By William Harbutt Dawson. G. P. Putnsme' Sons. New York. 19M.

This brilliant interpretation of Matthew Arnold is by
a man who has already made a wide reputation by various
works on German socialism. This study of the great
English critic is in the interest of the same ideas. The
author is an ardent admirer of his hero as will be seen
from the opening sentences of the preface. He says,
"There is to-day a cult of Matthew Arnold; it is growing;
it must grow. . . . To show what this cult is and why it
must prevail is the purpose of this book. Briefly, the cult
of Matthew Arnold is the cult of idealism, using the word
not, of course, in its philosophical meaning, but as indicat
ing the pursuit of perfection as the worthiest working
principle of life. "

He treats the work of Arnold under the three heads of
culture, religion and politics. Under the head of culture
the author expounds" Arnold's Philosophy of Life," his
conception of "The Mission of Culture," his comparison
of "Hellenism and Hebraism," his treatment of "The
Three Estates" and "Public Education." The author
believes that Arnold's epigrammatic style has hindered
his influence. People easily remember his striking sen
tences, but for that reason neglect and forget his books,
p. 30; he admits that this "apostle of sweetness and
light" was often too testy, that this critic of dogma was
always excessively dogmatic, that this prophet of social
and political reform could never be induced to take part
in practical movements for reform, p. 61£., that this cen
sor of pretense was adorned by an "unaffected literary
vanity, " p. 96. Arnold was above all things a preacher
of culture as a panacea of all the ills flesh is heir to,
and following his footsteps our author takes occasion to
unbosom himself with some warmth concerning existing
conditions in England. Religiously things are awry both

 at UNIV CALIFORNIA SAN DIEGO on June 9, 2015rae.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://rae.sagepub.com/

